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Registration is now open for the Ohio Peace and Conflict Studies
Network "Bridging Divides" Conference

Wilmington, Ohio (Hosted by the Wilmington College Peace
Resource Center)
Friday, Feb. 23rd, 9:30AM - 4:30PM

(REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS FEB. 8TH)
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https://ohiopeaceandconflict.org/2024-1st-annual-ohio-peace-and-conflict-studies-network-conference-methods-for-bridging-divides-friday-february-23-2023-930-a-m-430-p-m/
https://ohiopeaceandconflict.org/2024-1st-annual-ohio-peace-and-conflict-studies-network-conference-methods-for-bridging-divides-friday-february-23-2023-930-a-m-430-p-m/
https://www.wilmington.edu/prc
https://www.wilmington.edu/prc


In 2023, AAIC defined its agenda as working
against discrimination—that is, we saw ourselves as
working to end discrimination against those
defined as “others.” In practical terms, this has led
to an agenda working as allies of those suffering
discrimination based on race, gender, religious
identity, sexual orientation, and immigration
status. We have also identified gun violence,
criminal justice reform, police reform, education
reform, healthcare access, and
environmental/climate justice as issues of concern.

With that in mind, we initiated a day of
community conversation. Working with Round
River Consulting, we engaged with then Mayor-
elect Shammas Malik to invite the
religious/spiritual community of Greater Akron to
sit down and talk about violence in Akron. It was a
wonderful day of conversation, across an
enormously inclusive cross-section of our
community. Round River compiled some of the
best contributions of that day, from observations
on the causes of the violence we experience, here,
to suggestions on how to meet the problem head-
on. That report is offered here for you to read and
think about—both, so that we can return to our
home congregations with an agenda to help, and
so we can think of ways to help the new
administration lead, with a grassroots-birthed
agenda of our own. Happy reading.

 - Rev. Tom Bodie
   

AKRON INTERFAITH COMMUNITY
CONVERSATION 

3



AKRON INTERFAITH COMMUNITY CONVERSATION
WORLD CAFÉ REPORT on VIOLENCE

Event: December 3, 2023
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FEBRUARY 2024
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UPCOMING  
INTERFAITH DATES

 AKRON INTERFAITH IMMIGRATION
ADVOCATES (AIIA) SEEKS HELP

WITH TRANSPORTATION 

Feb. 10: Lunar New Year, Year of the
Dragon
(Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism)

The Chinese calendar designates
2024 as the Year of the Wood
Dragon

Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday
(Christianity)

The first day of Lent

Feb. 14 – March 28: Lent
 (Christianity)

40 days of prayer, fasting, and
almsgiving from Ash Wednesday to
Holy Thursday

Feb. 24: Rama Navami
(Hinduism)

Festival that celebrates Rama's
birth, a revered Hindu deity

Feb. 25: Sabe Barat
(Islam)

The Night of Forgiveness or Day of
Atonement. 

AIIA is a nonprofit volunteer group that
in existence since 2017 to help newly
arrived immigrants get connected with
needed services.

Help is needed especially with
transportation, which is usually in the
Akron area, for much needed medical,
legal, and dental appointments and
sometimes to ICE check-ins.

Please let us know if you would like to
be on our transportation list by
contacting us at our emails below and
we will get back to you. If you are new
and willing to learn about
accompaniment, we can help you learn.
You do not need to speak another
language but it’s is good if you can use
google translate. Drivers must have a
legal drivers license and car insurance.

Peace,
Eileen and Kathy

Eileen Goldman
eyeleen45@gmail.com

Kathy Ress 
kress3545@sbcglobal.net
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The kickoff for the 15th annual
Akron Interfaith Council Hunger
Walk will begin on Tuesday, March
5 at our monthly meeting. We will
be meeting at New Covenant
Community Church, 1587 W.
Exchange St., beginning at 12:00 in
person, or on Zoom. Link will be
provided by the end of February. 
At the meeting, Dan Flowers, CEO
of the Foodbank, will speak. Every
AAIC congregation representative
to AAIC will receive a packet with a
letter, Hunger Walk flyers to be
copied and distributed to the
congregations' members, and a
link to last year’s Hunger Walk
video which was made by member
Leonard Brown from the Akron
First Seventh Day Adventist
Church. Please try to attend in
person, if possible, to pick up your
packet. Last year it was truly an
achievement between the Stark
County walk and the Akron Walk.
We were able to raise over $31,000. 

SAVE THE DATE:  

The Akron Area Interfaith Council’s
15th Annual Hunger Walk: Sunday
May 5, 2024

HUNGER WALK NEWS LAST YEAR’S 
HUNGER WALK

Gathering for last year’s photo
before the walk

Refreshments after the walk
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Evahanna Cruz, new representative to
the AAIC Hunger Walk committee,  

meets Nancy Williams, coordinator of
this year’s Hunger Walk Dan Flowers gets ready to cut the ribbon

 Shammas Malik, mayor of Akron,
presents a plaque to Dan Flowers, from

the city And the ribbon is cut

Pictured left to right are Liz Nelson, Nancy Williams, Ken Williams and Susan Gallagher
representing The Akron Area Interfaith Council at the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank
ribbon cutting celebration to commemorate the completion of the Growing for Good
capital campaign and expansion project at their Main Campus in Akron. AAIC sponsors
an annual Hunger Walk each year to benefit the Akron Canton Regional Food Bank. Last
year, together with Stark County, AAIC was able to raise over $31,000 to help end food
insecurity in Northeast Ohio.  

FOODBANK RIBBON-CUTTTING CEREMONY 
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On Sunday afternoon, January 14, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was once
again honored at the Akron Summit County Public Library.   

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson gave a powerful, yet conversational, talk with lots
of humor to lighten his very serious message. Becoming an ordained
Baptist minister at age 19, he has since earned a PhD at Princeton and
now is a professor in the Divinity School at Vanderbilt. While in his
remarks denouncing racism, anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, patriarchy
and misogyny, he spoke of the Spirit found in all religions as being more
important than believing solely in any one religion. The auditorium was
standing-room-only with many members of the Eta Tau Lambda
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha lining the aisles.

This has been an annual event since 1985. The library’s program was
supported by the Eta Tau Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, a Spark
Grant from Ohio Humanities, Akron Summit County Community Action,
and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
We were very grateful be able to spend time with this dynamic speaker
and author and especially to hear his belief in Spirit, common to all
religions.

 - Elizabeth Nelson

DR. DYSON LECTURE
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