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A Prayer for Peace and Justice 
God of Peace and Justice,  

As we journey through the Year,  

Make us weavers of your peace that will only come through justice,  
taking up the threads of peacemakers who have gone before, 

adding our collective contributions with creativity, 
and making space for future generations to join this tapestry. 

Keep us firmly rooted in your love, love that transcends time and space. 
Guide us with clarity of vision 

to study the past in order to learn from history 
and heal wounds that still hurt us.   

Let us acknowledge your presence as we look to the future. 
 (Prayer continued on page 3) 

 

September 8, 2022 

 

Dear Friends of the Interfaith 
Movement: 

      In January of 2022, the Rabbi and several 
members of a synagogue in Houston, Texas, 
were taken hostage by a gun-wielding British 
Pakistani, during sabbath services. In the end, 
the hostages were safely released. But the inci-
dent itself could be seen as 2022 picking up 
right where 2021 ended, which was as the year 
with the highest annual number of antisemitic 
incidents ever recorded by the Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL).  

     In 2021, ADL tabulated 2,717 anti-Semitic 
incidents across the United States. This repre-
sents a 34% increase from the 2,026 incidents 
recorded in 2020 and is the highest number on 
record since ADL began tracking antisemitic in-
cidents in 1979. As one might see in the accom-
panying chart, there is a significant upswing in 
such acts of hate in the United States. 

      What explains this terrifying present trend? 
How does it fit into the historical picture of hate 
directed at Jews? What can we do, as a multi-
faith community, to assist our Jewish neighbors 
right here in Akron?  

     Those are questions that the Akron Area In-
terfaith Council aims to take up in a proposed 

three-part series on anti-Semitism, both nation-
wide and here in Akron.  

     Evening one, Thursday, Oct 27, 7:8:30 pm 
“We’ve Seen This Before: The Historical 
Path of Anti-Semitism,” with Dr. Christopher 
Seeman, Professor of Theology, Walsh Universi-
ty, will do precisely what the title suggests, ex-
amine the historical phenomenon of anti- Semi-
tism, to help us see what has always been there 
and pick out new venues and sources of hate.  
Location:  First Congregational Church, 292 E. 
Market St. 

     Evening two, Thursday Nov 2, 7-8:30 pm 
“Rising Numbers: Anti-Semitism in America 
Today,” with Jim Pasch, regional director of the 
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) will be an ex-
ploration of the factors that might help us to un-
derstand the striking rise in hate crimes directed 
at Jews, right now, and in our country today.  

     Evening three, “Strength in Numbers: 
What Our Interfaith Community Can Do,” 
will be a panel discussion of how all of Akron 
can stand with our Jewish neighbors to help as-
suage their fears of facing these trends alone, to 
let them know that they are not alone. Local re-
ligious leaders will offer their understanding of 
Akron’s needs and resources.  

For more information, contact us at ak-
ronaaic@gmail.com.  To learn more about us, 
visit https://www.akroninterfaith.org/ 

mailto:akronaaic@gmail.com
mailto:akronaaic@gmail.com
https://www.akroninterfaith.org/
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Look for Citizen's Police Oversight Board  
on November 2022 ballot 

The push to create a Civilian Review Board for Akron police took a big step forward Thurs-
day, September 8th.  That’s when Akron City Councilmembers voted 12 to one to put a 
charter amendment, which would establish the review board, onto the November 2022 bal-
lot.   The vote was held during a special meeting on the 8th, which beat the September 9th 
deadline to place the amendment onto the ballot for the November election.  

Members of the Akron NAACP, Black Elected Officials of Summit County, City Council 
and local pastors (including members of AAIC) circulated petitions for the ballot initiative.  
Together they collected 7,000 signatures.  Before city council could consider putting the 
measure on the ballot, petitioners needed to collect signatures from at least 10% of the  
Akron residents who voted in the 2019 general election.  That put the minimum  
number of valid signatures at 2,678. The 
Summit County Board of Elections  
validated that 3,315 signatures were from  
registered Akron voters.      

So, what comes next? 

 Two Republicans and two Democrats on 
the Summit County Board of Elections 
must approve or create fair and accurate 
ballot language.  

 The issue gets a number and is put on the ballot.  

 If votes approve the measure, then the charter amendment then goes back to Akron City 
Council, which would legislate the creation of the Citizen's Police Oversight Board and 
an Office of the Independent Police Auditor no later than June 30, 2023,  

 The city would have to fill the police review board within 90 days of the legislation.  

Once the nine-member Citizens' Police Oversight Board is in place, it would have the power 
to oversee and review policing policies, launch investigations and directly supervise the 
city's independent police auditor.                -Reesá Mathews 

 Nourish our enthusiasm, 
         Help our dreams emerge, and enable hope to blossom.  

Together, we will learn from one another, 
amplify prophetic voices,  

and weave the work of peace, justice,  
mercy, and love that transforms. 
We ask all of this through You, 

Way of Nonviolence, Weaver of Peace. Amen. 
Adapted from PaxChristiUSA.org 50th Anniversary Prayer   

(Inspired by Message of Pope Franics for the 2022 World Day of Peace)  

(Prayer continued from page 2) 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nNt7Br7oYRCCrE3_KlpFYctF02vihz6W6w90OQHgRP6KkjlkT4NvlNp4ORbCZ1uDWnX2awOmP3ZRATxbZsaSQpV5dlxIUQg9dZBIrwihK_0RMg0qxouuoWU24R_lqPlvGY79OOFN4dgUtVH1ywX8kw==&c=fxRb-3b8wqvFVM6WDaYK4WQ2imdQJqgFN8KUsDCowsd0MUUktC8t7g==&ch=1-4eQK3t5B1j


 4 

 



 5 

 



 6 

 



 7 

 

Breaking Ground 
     

     Nearly 100 people were on hand Wednesday, September 
9th, for the groundbreaking of the Sojourner Truth Memorial 
Plaza. The plaza will be on North High Street in Akron, close 
to where Truth gave her famous “Ain’t I a Woman” speech 
during the Ohio Women’s Rights 
Convention in 1851, at the site of the 
former Universalist Old Stone 
Church, 
     City leaders along with volunteers 
of the Sojourner Truth Project Com-
mittee celebrated this moment, which 
was a long time coming.   Truth  
Project Committee Leader, Towanda 
Mullins, acknowledged the work of 
the late Faye Hersh Dambrot, who 
had the idea to honor Truth more 
than 20 years ago, and Summit Coun-
ty Executive, Ilene Shapiro, who 
chose women to resume and  
complete Dambrot’s efforts several 
years ago, before the Coronavirus-19 
shutdown. “The dedication and the 
strength of mind, unwavering atti-
tudes through the pandemic,” said 
Mullins, “We refused to lose. She's 
going up.” 
      The 10,000-square-foot plaza will  
neighbor the United Way of Summit 
and Medina Counties office.  “The 
first thing you will see when you 
cross the Y-bridge is this beautiful, 
incredible statue done by our local, 
internationally known artist, Wood-
row Nash, on the backs of literally 
hundreds of women who have stood 
time and time again to ensure that 
this history doesn't go away,” said 
Jim Mullen, president and CEO of 
United Way of Summit and Medina. 
“It is not just a plaza, it's not just a 
park. This will be a place for everyone in this community to 
come to learn, understand, have fellowship and gather for 
years and years to come.”          -Reesá Mathews 
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MISSION 

The Akron Area Interfaith Council (AAIC) exists to initiate, coordinate and enable effective interfaith  
responses to the social, moral, ethical and cultural issues of our community and to promote freedom of  
religion, equality and understanding. 

VISION 

We envision a strong network of faith communities that collaborate to make our city a haven for all. 

GUIDEPOSTS  
•    Diversity is a blessing and enriches us all; the diversities of all peoples, languages, cultures, and colors 
must be cherished and celebrated. 
•    We are responsible for each other’s welfare. 
•    Because of the importance of individual’s faith traditions in developing underlying values, faith communi-
ties can contribute to the development of a more just, humane, and ecologically responsible society. [We 
refer here to “faith traditions” vs. “religion” as AAIC is interested in reaching not only congregations but also 
those who are searching and may not have a specific faith affiliation (such as the NONEs).] 
•    Members of AAIC oppose any and all forms of discrimination, especially those based on faith, gender, 
race, heritage, nationality and sexuality  
•    Advocacy and Social Justice:  AAIC has consistently put issues of social justice at the forefront. Our 
past history shows a deep concern for inclusiveness.  The group has been focused on the issues faced by 
the immigrant populations in Akron, ongoing issues of racism in the community, hunger, as well as xeno-
phobia.   

TO JOIN AAIC  
Please visit our website for information on yearly dues:   
Individual membership— $30.00/yr., Institutional— $50.00/yr. 
Send your check or donation to:  
 Akron Area Interfaith Council 
 3300 Morewood Rd. 
 Akron, Ohio 44333 
or send a membership fee via the following link: https://donate.fundhero.io/aaic/aaicmembership. 

Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month. We are meeting in person and via Zoom. 
 
Website: http://www.Akroninterfaith.org 
 
Facebook Group:  facebook.com/groups/1659434494108484  
 
Phone:  234-206-0088  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1659434494108484

